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Bringing Hope & Wholeness

to the people of the Walla Walla Valley



Brent Cobb

In Memory of those we lost in 2022,

EILEEN CURTIS
AUGUST 18, 1925 - DECEMBER 16, 2022

BRENT COBB
AUGUST 18, 1958 - AUGUST 2, 2022

who gave so much 

CAROL CORNELIUS
June 11, 1938 - July 31, 2022

to SonBridge.
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"... I have written your name on the 
palms of My hands..."

ISAIAH 49:16



04 MISSION & VISION

SonBridge serves anyone who needs help without regard to race, gender, 
religious belief  or affiliation. We seek to identify unmet needs within our 
community and strive to fill the gaps. When we cannot meet the needs, 
we partner with other agencies who can provide those services.

SonBridge Center for Better Living was founded in 2004 by Walla Walla 
Valley Seventh-day Adventists who recognized the importance of  direct 
access to low-cost community services for people.

In 2005, sponsored by eight local congregations, SonBridge purchased a 
vacant nursing home in College Place, Washington, adjacent to the Walla 
Walla city limits. 

In 2013, the SonBridge Dental Clinic opened, providing dental care for 
community residents. Many smiles have been restored and much pain 
relieved as patients are treated with care, dignity and respect.

In 2017, an additional 5,000 square feet was added and named the SonBridge 
Education Center. The new education center triples SonBridge’s meeting 
space and has expanded our capacity to serve people in the Walla Walla 
Valley. 

SonBridge has expanded to provide financial assistance, hosting support 
groups, and operating a thrift store that continues to impact the lives of  
our friends and neighbors. 

Through SonBridge’s services, we endeavor to bring positive change to 
everyone who walks through our doors. 

History of SonBridge

Approach

SonBridge coordinates with more than 10 community organizations to 
listen and learn, to better serve the community by sharing information 
and connecting resources.

Community Connection & Advisory Council

Mission
Bringing Hope and Wholeness to the people of  the Walla Walla Valley.

Vision
To build a community where God’s unconditional love is expressed 
through resources and services to revitalize the whole person.



NORMAN THIEL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

To me, the metaphor for the year 2022 that is strongest is wading into 
a rushing river.  This metaphorical river is our community in the midst 
of  significant and turbulent change.  This change is downriver from the 
dramatic changes of  the prior two pandemic-driven years.  Yet as we entered 
the waters of  this year, we didn’t know how fast it was flowing nor what 
lay ahead around the bend.

The significant needs of  our community continued to be expressed through 
participation in Better Living support groups and programs.  We had our 
highest year ever with over 33,000 visits.  This was led by participation in 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Narcotics Anonymous (NA) groups.  An 
area that returned to vitality this year was an exercise program for seniors 
that picked up where it left off  in early 2020 and now has doubled in size.

The dental clinic continues to serve community residents, while suffering 
from a lack of  staff  similar to many other healthcare organizations.  We 
replaced flooring and two of  our chairs after nine years of  operation and 
we transitioned to a more powerful practice management software to meet 
the changing environment.  

We’ve ironed out the wrinkles in our volunteer management software and 
have new tools to track our volunteers tireless work as well as communicate 
with them more effectively.  We actively used the new facility scheduling 
software to reserve and identify each room for intended purpose during 
this peak year.

We continued to assist families in unique ways, especially with clothing, 
household goods, and small cash amounts.  Larger needs for utilities and 
rent assistance continued to be met by government funding reserves from 
our partners. 

With the encouragement of  the City of  College Place, we launched a new 
area of  service by creating a series of  day camps for middle-school aged 
youth.  We started small, yet gained momentum and participation as word 
of  mouth did wonderful marketing for us.
 
SonBridge concluded the year by connecting more lives and empowering 
more change than any previous year. We thank you, our supporters, and our 
community for your amazing generosity this year. We praise our Heavenly 
Father for His care, guidance, and blessing.
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Year in Review



David Hernandez first came into SonBridge in the 
summer of  2022 to attend an Alcoholics Anonymous 
(AA) meeting. A veteran who had recently moved 
to the area, he was in desperate need of  a change 
in his life.

David grew up in El Paso, Texas in an Hispanic 
family. He served in the military as a medic. After 
he retired, he trained and worked as a nurse before 
attending school to become a physician’s assistant. 
He was a bright student and successful in what he 
did. “People respected me,” he said. “They came 
to me for advice and help.” 

Then David’s life took a steep downturn. In the 
scope of  one year, David suffered a series of  
serious health challenges; heart failure, a pulmonary 
embolism, and temporary loss of  sight due to a 
retinal problem. During this time, David’s wife left 
him. He took refuge in alcohol and drugs to combat 
his physical and emotional suffering. Over the next 
two years, his health conditions improved, but his 
dependence on substances worsened. His physician’s 
assistant license was taken away, causing him to 
spiral deeper into a destructive cycle. 

David knew he needed help. He reached out to the 
Veterans Administration (VA) in Washington state. 
He wanted to go to Seattle, but the VA encouraged 
him otherwise. “In Seattle you won’t get the help 

you need,” the VA worker told him. “You’ll just be 
a number. You should go to Walla Walla instead.” 

David had no idea where Walla Walla was, but he 
was willing to give it a try. He received help from the 
VA, by completing an intensive rehabilitationcourse 
to get clean and moving into transitional housing 
through the Corps of  Recovery and Discovery, 
(C.O.R.D.) program for veterans.
 
Now David is turning his life around. He rides 
around town on a bicycle and has a part-time job. 
SonBridge has been an important place for him 
during his recovery. He attends several recovery 
meetings a week, through Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Recovery Militia. At times, he comes to 
SonBridge just to sit in a quiet, unoccupied spot 
and attend online appointments. “There’s no place 
like SonBridge,” David shares. “This place does so 

much for the community and a lot of  people don’t 
even know everything that goes on here.” 

At SonBridge, our mission is to help David and 
people like him to find hope and wholeness on 
their journeys. 

06 STORIES OF LIVES TOUCHED

David’s Journey
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Jennifer’s Miracle

Jennifer Austin walked into SonBridge one July morning 
in 2019. She had come from Tri-Cities, fleeing an abusive 
relationship that had threatened to claim her life. When 
she’d requested help from a local shelter, she was told that 
as a single woman there wasn’t a place for her in any of  
the Tri-Cities locations. She had to either go to Wenatchee 
or Walla Walla. So she packed up her car and came to the 
YWCA in Walla Walla. 

Jennifer moved through the YWCA quickly. After 30 days 
in the women’s shelter, she moved into an apartment with 
another woman. Through agencies like Helpline and Blue 
Mountain Action Council (BMAC),  Jennifer was referred 
to SonBridge. The front-desk workers and administrators 
at SonBridge gave her everything she needed to fill her 
apartment – clothing, furniture, even helping her stuff  a 
mattress into her car! 

As Jennifer’s life was turning around, she felt the need to 
give back to the community. In October of  2020, she was 
driving down Myra Road in College Place when she had 
the urge to turn towards SonBridge. There she requested 
to volunteer, putting in 120 hours a month for more than 
a year. She even learned that a friend of  hers from Tri-
Cities had a sister-in-law who volunteered at SonBridge! 

“The Lord was preparing a family for me way in advance.” 
She said. “My heart was being worked on before I ever 
got here.” 

After volunteering almost full-time for more than a year, 
Jennifer was hired to work at SonBridge. A friend began 

to take her to church, and soon after she was baptized by 
the SonBridge chaplain, Pastor Steve Chinn, in January 
2022. Now not only is she active at SonBridge, but she 
also gives her time and talents in the beginners classsroom 
at her home church. 

Jennifer is widely known as a “SonBridge Ambassador”. 
She artfully styles and wears clothes from the thrift 
store and encourages people to give to the organization. 
“SonBridge gave me what I most needed – a place to feel 
loved and accepted, a safe space. As I worked through the 
trauma I’d lived through, I could work off  the restlessness 
and worry here. SonBridge is a beautiful place, where 
people can come for help without being embarrassed 
or worried.”

“I’m so happy to work in a place that gives with open arms 
and is so in-tune with the needs of  the community,” she 
added. “Working here creates a ripple effect– it’s not just a 
job or a task, but a way to bless people far along the line.” 

Jennifer also loves the giving nature of  SonBridge, 
particularly the thrift store. “The prices are so affordable. 
I’ve talked to people before who can’t believe how 
reasonable they are, even compared to other thrift stores. 
I love that we really focus on what the community needs.”

Jennifer is a living example of  the power of  God’s love 
and community support. She also embodies SonBridge’s 
heart of  mission, giving back generously to those around 
her to bring hope and wholeness.
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Services to the Community

 694
PEOPLE
HELPED

HIGHEST ATTENDED BETTER LIVING SUPPORT GROUPS

Al-Anon Family Groups 950+ visits

Alcoholics Anonymous 5,300+ visits

Narcotics Anonymous 6,300+ visits

TOTAL BETTER 
LIVING PROGRAM 
VISITS 2019 • 14,300 

2020 • 4,923

2021 • 23,453

2018 • 9,100

2022 • 33,007EDUCATION & SUPPORT GROUPS

FAMILY ASSISTANCE

YOUTH ACTIVITY 
SUMMER CAMPS6

Clothing

Other

Rent

Utilities

Furnishings

Electricity / Gas4%

6%

10%

10 %

25 %

45%

FAMILY ASSISTANCE ITEMS PROVIDED
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ALL SONBRIDGE’S 
SERVICES ARE 

SUPPORTED BY:
Trusts & 

Foundations
Local 

Businesses
Thrift& 

Gift Store
Individuals 
& Families

STORE SALES
EXCEEDED 

$589,000
in 2022

    
 TOP SELLERS = CLO

TH
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G
 • BOOKS • KITCHENW
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Services to the Community

THRIFT&GIFT STORE SALES

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

$444,166 $450,268
$400,288

$575,853 $589,654

THRIFT&GIFT STORE 
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The SonBridge Dental Clinic always seems to personify 
“when you are in the service of  your fellow beings, you 
are in the service of  our God.” Willingness is the key to 
helping others. Remembering that all teeth walking into 
our clinic with a person attached to them is paramount.  

Attributes of  technical excellence and multiple certificates 
of  demonstrated knowledge hanging on the wall merits 
little admiration from our patients, if  not accompanied 
with kindness, respect, patience and empathy. Allow 
me to explain.  

Respect comes as a patient feels listened to, that their 
particular situation is worthy of  our time. Kindness is 
most often shown when we do what it takes to recognize 
this patient’s individuality…an extra pillow for their neck, 
a towel to support their knee, a blanket to add some 
warmth for their visit, or an encouraging word that the 
pain will soon be relieved. Comfort is just a different 
way to spell kindness, and kindness flows into patience. 

Patience involves listening, educating, allowing moments 
of  “wait just a second,” and “I need a little break”.  
Patience grows into trust. Trust is difficult to establish 
when mouth pain and fear are involved.

Remembering always Who we represent when serving 
others and asking His help to accomplish the needed 
treatment of  each of  our patients, invites the relationship 
of  trust.  

To undergo most surgeries, patients must be free of  the 
bacteria associated with decayed teeth. With Heavenly 
Father’s help, our willingness, and a patients’ trust, we 
have alleviated these infections and achieved 50+ brand 
new smiles. We have also prepared patients for several 
knee, hip and finger joint replacements, helped 6+ 
patients prepare and get through chemotherapy and 
dialysis treatments, and emptied at least four laundry 
baskets of  toothaches…and still counting.  

So far, we have five dentists who share their talents 
part-time. We anticipate more part-time dentists and 
assistants to join us in service. Willingness to share our 
God-given talents, serving with others who recognize 
the pure joy of  unconditional service, is how and why 
Sonbridge Dental Clinic is continually blessed and will 
continue to help one person in need at a time.

Dental Clinic Update
LORINDA SHELDEN, DENTAL CLINIC MANAGER
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The SonBridge Thrift&Gift store is busier than ever!. 
Each month we see our numbers growing and we 
know God is blessing this place. We work for Him. 
That’s why we’re here and we want to share His 
goodness with everyone who walks through our 
doors. 

This year we gained new store staff  who keep our 
space beautiful and our operations running smoothly. 
We also have wonderful volunteers with a real heart 
for service who are the soul of  our mission. 

People who come into the store consistently remark 
on the atmosphere. When they walk in, they feel 
at peace. Our setup is unique and we aim to give 
customers a calm and beautiful place to shop. We 
put our heart and soul into carefully decorating and 
curating this space. 

Our aim is to create a place where people can feel 
dignified in their shopping experience and proud 
of  what they buy. Here they can find unique and 
quality items that they wouldn’t be able to afford 
anywhere else. 

We want to thank all of  the people who remember 
SonBridge and have doanted all of  the items that are 
for sale. With your help, we are able to serve both 
those who shop here and those who will be helped 
through the proceeds from store sales. 

Thrift &Gift Store Update

Diane needed a job. Her husband was sick and financial demands 
meant she had to join the workforce again. Diane dropped her 
resume off  all over town, until it occurred to her that she should 
stop by SonBridge. She’d heard good things about it and thought it 
might be a nice place to work. 

After an interview with the store manager, Diane was offered a 
position. Diane is so thankful for the job at SonBridge and the people 
she gets to work with from day to day. “The people here are so amazing and 
understanding,” she says. “The store is peaceful, they play uplifting music that is so 
spiritual and calming. It isn’t all about rushing and getting things done. I do get things 
done, but there’s room for enjoyment and peace.”

A Peaceful Store 

VERA BOHLMAN, STORE MANAGER
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3,475
Procedures Performed

151
2022 New Patients

653
Patients seen in 2022

47%

Female

Male

53%

Dental Clinic

33%

Extractions & 
Bone Preparation

Exams & X-rays

Restorations

Dentures & Partials

Cleanings

Root Canals 4.5%

10 %

19.5 %

15%

15%

36%

Medicaid 
Covered 
Patients

Uninsured
Patients

2022 KEY DENTAL 
CLINIC SPONSOR 

TYPE OF PROCEDURES PERFORMED
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17%

81+

70-80

61-70

51-60

41-50

31-40

21-30

15-20

5-141%

2%

3%

17 %

17 %

16%

18%

11%

7%

Kennewick, WA
Starbuck, WA
Clarkston, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Athena, OR
La Grande, OR
Elgin, OR
Ukiah, OR
Weston, OR

College Place

Walla Walla

Dayton,
Touchet &
Waitsburg

Milton-Freewater

18%

6%
8%9%

58%

Other*

1%
Prescott

* Other Areas Served

2022 in the Dental Clinic
• Replaced carpet with laminate flooring
• Two new dental chairs
• New cabinets
• New patient monitors 
• Five part-time volunteer dentists
• Substantial progress on new wing  

Dental Clinic
PATIENT’S HOMETOWN

AGE OF PATIENTS



14 FACILITY MAP

ADMINISTRATION & 
SERVICE DESK 
Family Assistance Program 
• Clothing Vouchers
• Household Items Vouchers
• Gas Vouchers
• Rent Assistance
• Utility Assistance

Soon to be Thrift&Gift store online sales 
area and Family Assistance program.

EDUCATION CENTER
Education • Support Groups

THRIFT&GIFT STORE
Shop • Volunteer • Donate

DENTAL CLINIC
Low cost dental care

SonBridge Services

CLINIC
ENTRANCE

E

Reconfiguration 
of Space
We are in the 
process of  
refurbishing and 
repurposing 
the corner of  the 
SonBridge facility 
(formerly BMTV) 
to include the 
Thrift&Gift Store 
online sales and the 
expansion of  our 
Family Assistance 
program.
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Size & Location
SonBridge Center 
for Better Living 
operates in a 35,000 
square foot facility 
on two acres in 
College Place, 
Washington.

DONATION 
DROP OFF

STORE
ENTRANCE

STORE 
ENTRANCE

ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE & EDUCATION 
CENTER ENTRANCE

Partner Agencies in SonBridge  Facility
SOS HEALTH SERVICES
Walk-in Medical Clinic

NEUTRAL GROUND
• Mediation 
• Communication Training 
• Conflict Coaching 

KLRF RADIO 88.5 FM
Sacred sounds, inspiring hope

BLUE MOUNTAIN 
HEALTH COOPERATIVE
Mental Health Counseling
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Volunteers & Staff

15+

Since SonBridge opened it’s doors in 2005, many of  our volunteers and staff  have been giving back to our 
community. Resources, time, knowledge and expertise are just a few of  their contributions that are so greatly 
appreciated. Giving of  themselves for others, our volunteers and staff  show God’s unconditional love to 
people of  the Walla Walla Valley.

Austin Archer
Aileen Bauer
Vera Bohlman
Yolanda Boyd
Kristyn Dybdahl

Linda Foerderer
Maxine Hargreaves
Marshall Keymer
Gail Lane
Paul Rasmussen
Lois Soper

10+ Keith Appling
Rick Claridge
Cheryl Coleman
Loren Dickinson
Linda Hintz
Jeff  Kinne
Paul Linebaugh
Hilda McClure

Martha Newbold
Larry Panasuk
Dave Russell
Maylene Russell
Lorinda Shelden
Norman Thiel
Lynn Venden

Years of Service
TOTAL ACTIVE 
VOLUNTEERS

115TOTAL 2022 
VOLUNTEER HOURS

over 625,000 

PART-TIME

21

FULL-TIME / PART-TIME

3 / 3

FULL-TIME / PART-TIME

4 / 11

FULL-TIME / PART-TIME

1 / 8

WORK PROGRAM
EMPLOYEES ADMIN STAFF STORE STAFF

DENTAL STAFF 
& VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEERS’ SKILLS VALUE
$52,000+
per month

$34.87
per hour

1,500+ hours 
per month



From university student internships, to employee 
training programs, to high school work experience, 
and community member opportunities, SonBridge 
Center for Better Living offers a unique place to 
further education and gain experience.

While sorting and stocking 
donations in the SonBridge 
Thrift&Gift Store, performing 
janitorial services, and preparing 
and maintaining meeting spaces, 
high school students learn and 
grow. Kitty Haney, SonBridge 
executive assistant, manages 
the students’ work experience. 
“They learn responsibility and 
practical skills that transcend 
the office or the store cash register.” she remarked.

SonBridge offers Youth Engagement classes, geared 
toward youth in middle school and in addition, offers 
Adult Enrichment classes for social fulfillment and 
community engagement. “We are planning classes 
in personal finance and maintenance to teach youth 
life skills,” shared Alex Engels, SonBridge Programs 
Director. “Classes for adults include support groups 

and cooking demonstrations. We have many exciting 
events coming up!”

Partnering with Blue Mountain Action Council 
(BMAC), SonBridge provides job training programs 
for community members to enhance their work skills. 

In addition, BMAC uses SonBridge’s Education 
Center meeting rooms to host financial security 
workshops, life skills and parenting classes, bringing 
relevant knowledge to many eager learners. 

The American Association of  Retired Persons 
(AARP) Senior Community Service Employment 
(SCSEP) program connects retired individuals 
with SonBridge to help them reintegrate into the 
workforce. Kathryn Frost went through the program 
with a very positive experience. “I can’t recommend 
the AARP SCSEP program enough,” she shared. “It’s 
just a stellar program and I’m very thankful for their 
support.” She was offered a position at SonBridge 

while she was still in training 
with SCSEP and now works in 
the administrative office.
 
One of  the goals of  SonBridge 
Center for Better Living 
is to provide educational 
development along with work 
experience for our employees, 
volunteers and members of  
the community. Through these 
programs, SonBridge embodies 

God’s call to “begin the process of  education which 
will last through eternity” [1]. 

White, Ellen G. Education. Mountain View, California, 1951, 
p. 307.
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Education & Job Training
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18 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

2022

As of December 31, 2021 and 2022

Assets 2021 2022
Cash and equivalents  $     458,373  $     748,529

Accounts receivable  $          2,916  $          3,632

Grants Receivable  $       34,976  $       46,528

Prepaid expenses  $       34,102  $       42,332

Fixed assets  $  2,397,777  $  2,423,383

Total Assets  $  2,928,144  $  3,264,405

Liabilities
Accounts payable  $     103,616  $       95,197

Other current liabilities  $       19,707  $       22,376

Total Liabilities  $     123,323  $     117,573

Net Assets
Allocated  $     183,059  $     205,815

Temporarily restricted  $       68,542  $     399,387

Net Investment in property and 
equipment

 $  2,397,777  $  2,423,383

Unrestricted  $     155,443  $     118,246

Total Net Assets  $  2,804,821  $  3,146,831

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $  2,928,144  $  3,264,405



12

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

192022 ANNUAL REPORT

Income 2021 2022
Unrestricted Contributions  $     242,167  $     208,172

Dental & Program Services  $     124,733  $     116,205

Thrift Store  $     575,883  $     591,545

Other  $       31,350  $       31,730

Temporarily restricted funds released for 
operating purposes

 $     172,402  $     146,069

Total Income  $ 1,146,535  $ 1,093,721

Expense by Department
Thrift Store  $     318,832  $     411,992

Dental Clinic  $     276,609  $     201,298

Family Assistance  $       15,266  $       14,121

Education & Support Groups  $               -   $       57,710

Occupancy  $     160,435  $     173,111

Administration & General  $     236,745  $     219,834

Marketing & Fundraising  $       79,221  $       97,608

Total Expense  $ 1,087,107  $ 1,175,672

Net Operating Income  $       59,427  $     (81,951)

As of December 31, 2021 and 2022

Financial Summary 2022

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with My victorious right hand.”

ISAIAH 41:10
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Financial Summary2022

EXPENSES BY ACCOUNT
As of December 31, 2021 and 2022

Expenses by Account 2021 2022
Payroll  $     712,425  $     786,264

Professional Services  $         9,526  $         8,656

Supplies  $     130,902  $     129,961

Advertising & Promotion  $         7,770  $         8,269

Banking  $         9,050  $         8,837

Family Assistance  $       15,266  $       14,121

Depreciation  $       96,316  $       98,053

Insurance  $       33,109  $       37,076

Interest  $                 5  $              16

Maintenance  $       14,446  $       17,675

Taxes & Govt Fees  $         8,087  $         7,925

Travel  $            251  $            896

Utilities  $       49,956  $       57,922

Total Expense  $ 1,087,107  $ 1,175,672

The Thrift&Gift Store continued to contribute strongly as our community demonstrated their 
interest for value in clothing, books, and kitchenware.  Many other categories completed the other 
half  of  the sales.  

Sales increased a modest 3% overall with significant sales from online stores on eBay and Poshmark.  
Revenue from the dental clinic decreased by 23% due to difficulty in hiring adequate staff, although 
this was partially offset by funding for youth programs.  

SonBridge’s unrestricted community support decreased by 14% due to the shifting of  foundation 
giving away from pandemic-related support.  Restricted giving, primarily for dental care, was very 
robust.

2022 INCOME SUMMARY
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The Thrift&Gift Store is the vital source of  income yet requires very significant labor.  A large 
group of  volunteers is directed by a dedicated and talented group of  staff  members which has 
grown this year. 

The SonBridge Dental Clinic relieves pain and restores smiles yet requires a specialized staff  that 
are in high demand, relatively expensive, and often unavailable. Our education department grew 
rapidly as we responded to the need of  College Place and surrounding communities for activity 
camps for middle-school aged youth.  These camps had first-year funding from church programs 
as well as city funding.  

Our Family Assistance services have continued to experience less demand due to extraordinary 
government programs and funding for utilities, housing, and food.  Our meeting rooms that house 
our highest-ever support group visits have been partially funded by pandemic grants.   Unfortunately, 
these grants were exhausted by end of  the year.  

Supporting each of  these direct services areas were our occupancy and administration departments.  
Our marketing and fundraising investments complete the expense picture and generate substantial 
returns.

Financial Summary 2022

33%

Thrift&Gift Store

Dental Clinic

Occupancy

5%

8 %

15 %

17%

19%

35%

1%

Administration & General

Marketing & Fundraising

Education & Support Groups

Family Assistance

2022 EXPENSES BY DEPARTMENT

2022 EXPENSES SUMMARY

“For I hold you by your right hand— ... And I say to you,
    ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.’”

ISAIAH 41:13



 

Development Update
PAUL RASMUSSEN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Thank you to the many generous donors who have 
dropped off  items to be sold in the Thrift&Gift 
Store, given of  their time and provided resources for 
SonBridge to give back to our community. 

The year 2022 had water-related challenges as the City 
of  College Place informed us that our water bill was 
extraordinary. After much prayer and many hours spent 
searching, a worrisome water leak was found under the 
parking lot in front of  the Thrift&Gift store. 

We are so grateful to our friends at PocketiNet 
Communications for helping us locate and repair this 
leak. We were given a quote for this emergency repair 
by another company and PocketiNet charged us less 
that 1/6 of  that price. The leak is now repaired and 
the concrete and asphalt will be repaired as soon as the 
ground dries out this summer.

Our focus remains on completing the additions to the 
dental clinic. The dental office and patient consultation 
room was completed, roofing was finished and the 
washer and dryer were installed and are in use.

A concerted effort is underway to address the 
Thrift&Gift Store space needs. If  you have ever 
volunteered in the store, you know very well that 
the donation drop-off  and processing areas are so 
crowded that it is difficult to find room to sort, clean 
and organize all of  the donations. The need for more 
parking is also part of  this effort.

God continues to bless by sending people and 
performing miracles. We thank Him for His goodness, 
mercy and love.

1. Increase the sales generated by our  
Thrift&Gift store over our 2022 mark by 2%.

2. Create a plan for expanding the donation 
receiving and processing areas.

3. Create a multi-year plan for expanding our 
parking.

4. Increase the scope and scale of our 2022 
Education and Support Groups by 10%.

5. Expand the number of people and 
procedures we deliver in the SonBridge 
Dental Clinic. 

6. Plan and fund a digital readerboard on 
12th Street.

7. Reallocate and reuse BMTV space.

8. Upgrade the administrative office area and 
entrance.

9. Create Helpline@SonBridge and develop 
team to deliver service.

22 DEVELOPMENT UPDATE & 2023 GOALS

2023 Goals
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NORMAN THIEL
Executive Director

VERA BOHLMAN
Thrift&Gift Store Manager

KRISTA WILLIAMS
Asst Thrift&Gift Store Mgr

LORINDA SHELDEN
Dental Clinic Manager, 

Dental Assistant

Leadership Team

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, 

so that you may overflow with hope..."
ROMANS 15:13

BETTY FARLEY
Communication & 

Development Manager

STEVE CHINN
Chaplain

PAUL RASMUSSEN
Development Director

KITTY HANEY
Executive Assistant & 

Office Manager

KATHRYN FROST
Reception Manager

MARSHALL KEYMER
Board Chairman
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Thank you for your Support for the 

AAUW Knitting Group
Adventist Health
Adventist Retired Workers 
Anonymous Donors
Leon and Beatrice Alden
American Association of  University Women
Mike and Kyree Anderson
Andy’s Market
Janice Anhorn
Art and Clara Bald Trust
Dennis and Carla Ballou
Wallace and Janet Bandeff
Logan Bartlett
Betty Bassett
Michael and DeLona Bell
Evelyn Bergman
Robert and Mary Betz
Elizabeth Binkley
John and Nora Bleth
Blue Mountain Community Foundation
Bonnie and Clifford Braden Foundation
Wrandoll and Heidi Brenes-Morua
Mary Bretz
Lonny Byrd
Sean and Amanda Calvert
Aaron Canwell
Keith and Mary Carlin
Kurt Carlson
Kathleen Casteel
Gayle Christian
Stephen and Christine Chung
Rick and Betsy Claridge
Coffey Communications Inc
Jon Cole
College Place Heating & Air Conditioning
Susan Collins
Columbia REA
PocketiNet Communications Inc
Community Council
Conner’s Flooring & Design
Fred and Brenda Conner

Ann Cornell
Les and Esther Coyle
Kenneth C Crawford
John and Pam Cress
Gene and Anne Curcio
Caitlen Daniels
Alan and Melody Davis
Ron and Nancy Davis
Steven and Jan Davis
Don and Marian Dawes
Clinton and Lynette Dickerson
Stephen and Barbie Dickerson
Loren Dickinson
Larry and Jane Dodds
Early Birds AA Support Group
Elmendorf  Family Trust
Elsom Roofing
Bona Engen
Peter Erb and Sara Archer
John and Patricia Fackenthall
Christopher and Betty Farley
LaVerne and Doris Filan
Allan and Donna Fisher
Bill Forges
Betty Forss
Kathryn Frost
Ronald and Judith Gibbs
Gibson’s Straw
Allegra Gienger
Carol Lea Gill
Gillespie Roofing
Michael and Sue Gillespie
Global Gift Fund
Andrew and Kristine Goin
David and Connie Goude
Sonja Gourley
Al Grable
Craig Gunsul
Pat Gustin
Dieter and Ruby Hain
Jeanne Hall

Jim and Ruth Hall
Bruce and Kitty Haney
Chris Hansen
Hanson Family Trust
Carol Hargreaves
Maxine Hargreaves
Charles and Jane Harrold
Douglas Harvey and Jane Hashimoto
Donna J Hassinger
Mark Haun
LeRoy and Helen Heavirland
Daniel and Kathleen Hess
Michael and Elizabeth Hinchman
Aaron Holt
Allen Hornberger and Tomi Horn
Cheryl Horne
Howard and Roberta Paulson
Howard Hanafin Trust
Isaacs & Associates
Lamarr James
John Hughes LLC
Juliette’s Pinochle Group
Kris and Sherry Keller
Don and Linda Kellogg
Marshall and Julie Keymer
Klickers Christmas Trees LLC
Karey and Vicki Koon
Jacqueline Ladd
Lady Elks
Gail Lane
Melvin and Joyce Lang
Lloyd’s Insurance
Pat and Veda Logan
Delores Long
Lyle and Paulette Hatley
Karen Margart
Marley Soper Trust
Larry and Patty Marsh
Mary Garner Esary Trust
James Mason and Karen Ordelheide
Pedrito and Violet Maynard-Reid
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In Memory of:
Greg Anliker 
Larry and Del Claridge
Brent Cobb
Tom Graham
Eileen Curtis 
Jane Margaret Silvey
Morris & Marilyn Venden

“May the Lord 
bless you and 
protect you.

May the Lord 
smile on you and be 

gracious to you.
May the Lord 

show you His 
favor and give you 

His peace.”
NUMBERS 6:24-25

people of the Walla Walla Valley!

Raymond Mayor
Linda McCloskey
April McCorkle
Shawn Frederick McCrery
Thomas and Carolyn McDonald
Paul McLain
Narcotics Anonymous
Neutral Ground Dispute Resolution Center
Northwest Collision
Nu Master Chapter Beta Sigma Phi
Overeater’s Anonymous
Tyson Owings
P1FCU
Pacific Power Foundation
Pacific Press Publishing Association
PacifiCorp
Karl and Debra Pankaskie
William Parson
John Patterson
Paul Richardson Agency Inc
James and Peggy Payne
Judith Miller Peters
Harold and June Ponther
Robert Radke
Randall and Renee Unterseher
Stanley and Florence Ray
Recovery Militia NA Support Group
Gary and Grace Reiber
Nadine Reneau
Kevin and Stephenie Renshaw
Kathryn Robinson
Rodney and Marilyn Applegate
Miguel and Teresa Rodriguez
Vicki Ruley
Dave and Maylene Russell
Saturday Night Live AA Support Group
Doug and Malinda Saturno
Don and Sharon Schafer
Rita Schroeder
Bev Scott
Ken and Linda Seibold

Sexaholics Anonymous
Lorinda Shelden
Penny Shell
Manford and Betty Simcock
Dale and La Dessa Smelcer
Smith Construction LLC
Alexander Sokolov
Lois Soper
Graydon Alan Stanley
Step Brothers Support Group
Cameron and Danielle Stewart
Timothy and Cathy Stewart
Barbara Stratton
Yvonne Stratton
Sunday Morning AA Support Group
Tallman’s Pharmacy
Lydia Thiel
Rachel Thiel
John and Terry Thunell
TKCPA, PLLC
Joyce Underwood
Valley Physical Therapy
Steven and Rozanne Van Ausdle
Lee and Marji Venden
Veterans of  Foreign Wars Post 992
Gary and Pat Vietz
Villages of  Garrison Creek
Janice Wagner
Wencil and Patsy Wagner
Shirley Walde
Victor and Dolores Walker
Walla Walla Exchange Club Foundation
Walla Walla Lodge #287 BPO Elks
David Watts
Kit Watts
Weavers and Spinners of  Walla Walla
John and Cynthia Weber
Peter and Kendra Wenzel
Deniese Werner
Kirk and Sue Willard
Debbie L Williams

Suwong Wongsuwan and Wendy Cheng
Robert and Elberta Wood
Karen Yager
Stanley Hughes and Deana York
Joe and Virginia Young
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Constituent 
 Churches

College Place Village Adventist Church
Milton Adventist Church
Stateline Adventist Church
Touchet Adventist Church
Umapine Adventist Church
Walla Walla Eastgate Adventist Church
Walla Walla Northside Adventist Church
Walla Walla University Adventist Church

Dr. Austin Archer
Larry Canaday
Rick Claridge
Dennis Davis
Dr. Loren Dickinson
Troy Fitzgerald
Carol Lea Gill
Rachelle Hartman
Cheryl Horne
John Hughes
Michael Jeffery

Board Members 

Thank You,

Supporter s !

Kendall Plumbing

Anonymous Donors

Valley Physical
Therapy

Marshall Keymer,
  Board Chairman
Jeff  Kinne
Gary Laabs
Gail Lane
Patty Marsh
Shirley Panasuk
Paul Rasmussen
Paul Richardson
Norman Thiel



Partner with SonBridge as we serve the people in 
the Walla Walla Valley through family assistance, 

education & support groups, the Thrift&Gift Store 
and the SonBridge Dental Clinic. 

Together we can bring Hope and Wholeness!
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Grants & Gratitude

Pacific Power Foundation gave a donation that will help SonBridge sustain 
our support groups and efforts to provide MENTAL HEALTH CARE to those 
that need it. 

Adventist Health has provided financial support toward the purchase and 
installation of DENTAL CHAIRS for patients and helped to provide low cost 
DENTAL CARE to those in need. 

The Exchange Club of Walla Walla and the City of College Place 
supported the development of  the SonBridge YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 
AND SUMMER CAMPS. This new program encourages personal growth and 
creativity, inspiring youth to reach their full potential.

There are many individuals and organizations that have generously donated time and resources to help SonBridge 
grow and give back to the community. We are grateful for each of  you and the support that you have given 
SonBridge Center for Better Living.

" .If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 
even there Your hand will guide me, and Your strength will support me.”

PSALM 139:9-10
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